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communalist can lead to the same exasperation. Some
Hindus and others have denied that the communal
problem exists. They have maintained, and sincerely felt,
that India should be treated as one nation, and no com-
munity should be discriminated either for or against.
Questions should be posed without reference to the
communities concerned. This attitude has seemed to an
increasing group of Muslims to be equally damaging to
their interests, and to be, in fact, sheer hypocrisy. For,
since the Hindu middle class is more developed, better
educated, wealthier, and more powerful industrially, than is
the Muslim, therefore to treat both 4 equally ' is in practice
to encourage the already more advanced group. Since in a
capitalist society there is not room for all, therefore to make
no special provisions for the weaker section is in fact to
advantage the stronger. Similarly, since in India there are
numerically more Hindus than Muslims, therefore the
impartiality of a free democracy would be but a thin disguise
for perpetual Hindu rule.
Recently this ' anti-communal' attitude of the dominant
bourgeoisie has become aggressive. The Hindu MahaSabha,
representing the right-wing group within Hinduism, and the
champion in fact of communal distinctions, has declared
itself for what would appear on the surface to be a
nationalism devoid of communal touches. In response to
the recent campaign for Congress-League*unity on the basis
of self-determination for minorities, the Mahasabha has
threatened " direct action" to oust British imperialism from
India and at the same time to keep the Indian Muslims
within the sphere of their control. The annual session of
the Mahasabha at the close of 1942 instructed the Working
Committee "to devise ways and means for mobilizing the
resources of the Hindus to cope with external aggression
and national disorder and to prepare the Hindu forces to
fight out this struggle efficiently" to wrest independence
from the British and to "defend the integrity of India
against the Pakistan Muslims " 26.
So far, then, has the situation deteriorated that it has